Quorn
It’s all in the name!
One question that local historian, Sue
Templeman, is often asked, is whether
there is a connection between the name
of the popular Quorn vegetarian protein product and
the village of Quorn. The answer was always believed to be “no”, and
given as such. This was supported by the producers of Quorn meat substitute, who were
adamant there was no link, but in contradiction of limited information in the Oxford English
Dictionary. In 2017 Sue decided to carry out some in-depth research to try to determine the
answer once and for all.
This proved to be surprisingly difficult. It took many months of chasing leads, digging back
into records and even tracking down old family firm members and staff! The result was the
timeline below, which proves the link and tracks the name over more than 100 years.

Timeline for Quorn as a Food Product
1. 1750s – Hugo Meynell started the Quorn Hunt at Quorn Hall, in Quorn, in Leicestershire in the 1750s,
bringing fame and colour to the village. The
hunt moved out of Quorn in 1906.
2. 1913 - A company called Quorn
Specialities Ltd appeared in a 1914 edition
of Wright’s Directory of Leicester, which
would have been produced in 1913. They
were named after the Quorn Hunt and
were based at Knighton Junction off
Welford Road in Leicester, making
custard, blancmange, jellies, cake mixes,
lemonade crystals etc. under the brand
name ‘Quorn’. The firm was started by
William Roberts, who was later
succeeded by his son William Rolf
Roberts and son-in-law David Crawford
Cumming.

3. Early in 1914 Quorn Specialities Ltd
registered ‘The Quorn’ trademark.
4. 1948 saw the production of the first
‘Quorn Annual’, with articles by various staff
members, reports on the firm’s progress,
photographs and a crossword! To the left is
the annual from 1949.
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5. Quorn Specialities Ltd were renowned for their brightly painted vans depicting hunting scenes.

A ‘Quorn’ van taking part in a parade in Shepshed
in 1952. The truck is a Guy Vixen with a petrol
engine. It was supplied by Douglas Weir Ltd of
Welford Road in Leicester who did the coachwork.

The opposite side of the same van. Photograph taken
1949.

6. 1953 – Research with the
Intellectual Property Office, first
online and then by examining paper
files, revealed that Trademark
716115 ‘Quorn’ as a single word,
was registered by Quorn
Specialities Ltd.
7. Quorn Specialities Ltd were a front
runner in the production of
convenience food products,
including sauce mixes, cake mixes,
scone mixes, fruit flan kits etc.
8. 1956 - Quorn Specialities Ltd
sauce mixes were advertised on
ATV television. This helped to
overcome resistance to what was a
brand new product and sales
increased far more than expected.
See right.
9. January 1960 – The Chairman
and managing director of Quorn
Specialities Ltd, David Crawford
Cummings was killed in a car accident. The firm had been started by his father-in-law, and had, up to that
point, always been run by the family. This could have contributed to a decline in company profits, and the
sale of the company a year and a half later.
10. August 1962 - The ‘Register of Defunct Companies’ revealed that Quorn Specialties Ltd were bought
out in 1962 by F W Hampshire and Co Ltd, who were based in Sinfin near Derby. Hampshires were best
known for their household and pharmaceutical products, but they also produced foodstuffs, and carried
on making sauces, jams, stuffings, jellies and custard powder under the ‘Quorn’ brand at the Knighton
Junction premises. During this research, contact was made with Jerry Hampshire, who is the grandson of
Frederick W Hampshire, the founder of F W Hampshire Ltd. Jerry, who still lived in Derbyshire and
despite being very young at the time, remembered their family firm taking over Quorn Specialties. He very
kindly made enquiries with older family members, but no other information came to light.
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11. 1965 - F W Hampshire and Co Ltd were bought by Reckitt and Colman. Quorn Specialities Ltd still
existed as a separate company, albeit owned by F W Hampshire and then (briefly) by Reckitt and
Colman.
12. 1966 – The purchase of Quorn Specialities Ltd by Cerebos in 1966, was
reported in The Guardian on 8th May 1967. The firm continued to
operate at the Knighton Junction factory. Alan Dunsmore, who was in
his 20s at the time, was employed to help run the company, which had
been running at a loss for a few years, to rationalise the eclectic mix of
products and try to get them back into profit. It is interesting that by total
coincidence Alan eventually moved to the village of Quorn to live!
13.
1967 – As a young man in his twenties
Alan felt the original script type writing of the word
‘Quorn’, looked old fashioned and needed
changing. He doodled his ideas, which found
favour and were immediately sent to a designer.
The results can be seen in the adverts on the left
and bottom right, and the custard packet below.
During this same period the ‘just add milk’ sauces were being pushed hard by
the company, and Alan remembers “a lot of consternation and much heated
‘discussions’ between my immediate boss and Fanny Craddock at that time!”

An advert from April
1967

14. September 1968 – Rank Hovis McDougall (RHM) acquired Cerebos, who at
this time produced Bisto, Sharwood’s, Saxa salt, Paxo stuffing, Scott’s Porridge
Oats and Atora suet at their Middlewich factory in Cheshire.
15. October 1968 – The bread sauce mix advert (right) appeared extensively in
newspapers in big cities, eg Liverpool, Birmingham, Coventry etc.

16. Around this time (late 1968 and 1969), RHM decided to rationalise further.
They moved the production of Quorn Specialities products from Leicester to
Middlewich in Cheshire. They wanted Alan to oversee the transfer and then
move to Middlewich, but Alan and his wife decided to stay in Leicestershire.
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17. 1970s – the sauce mixes on the right were
produced by RHM at the Middlewich factory.
18. January 1974 – The advert (below) appeared
in the press, for staff to work for RHM at
Middlewich. It is mentioned at the top that they
produce Cerebos and Saxa salt, Bisto and
Quorn food mixes.

19. 1977 - The Quorn trademark 716115
was renewed by RHM, proving
continuity of the trademark since 1953,
also proving that there was definitely
continuity through from Quorn
Specialities Ltd through to RHM.
20. 1977 - FineFare was advertising Quorn
Sauces in the Daily Mirror, 6p for a ½
pint mix.
21. 1980s - The sauce mix represented by
the packet below, was marketed as a
Quorn sauce under the major
McDougalls brand. The ‘sell by’ date
appears to be September 1997.
Presumably they had a long shelf life!

22. 1983 – In July 1983, RHM undertook a ‘tidying up’
exercise and formally liquidated many of the limited companies
they had acquired over the years, but they still kept ownership
of the various brand names and trademarks. Quorn
Specialities Ltd was liquidated, but the Quorn brand/trademark
was retained and continued to be used for sauce mixes.
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23. 1985 – A new product!
After research and development that started in the 1960s; in 1985 a brand new vegetarian protein, meat
substitute product was launched by Marlow Foods, a partnership between RHM (Rank Hovis McDougall)
and ICI. The product (to be known as Quorn), is derived from the Fusarium Venenatum fungus/soilmould, which was originally identified in a field
in Marlow, Buckinghamshire. The fungus is
then grown by fermentation using a process
similar to that used to make beer or yogurt.
24. 1985 - Finding a name
Once the product was ready for market,
Marlow Foods had to find a suitable name
and settled on ‘Quorn’, as it fitted their brief
and was also owned by RHM, which
simplified the trademark process. Both
factors were of importance. Quorn sauces
were only marketed by McDougalls on a
regional basis, so their withdrawal was not
too much of a loss.
Very quickly Quorn hit the consumer market
and was used for the first time as an
ingredient in two Sainsburys savoury pies.
25. 1993 – Quorn meat substitute was first distributed in the UK, for sale
under the ‘Quorn’ label. This was still by Marlow Foods as a partnership between RHM (Rank Hovis
McDougall) and ICI.
26. In 2005 Marlow Foods Ltd was bought by
Premier Foods Ltd
27. 2011 - Premier Foods Ltd sold Marlow Foods to
‘Intermediate Capital Group’, who created Quorn
Foods Ltd.

Quorn packaging 2019
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